TIMES ONLINE PRINT THIS ARTICLE

I%] CLICK HERE TO PRINT CLOSE WINDOW

The Sunday Times January 14, 2007
+ Post a Comment

Suspension by David Patrick Williams: I really liked this image because it remined me of
when I was a kid and summer was a time to take chances and expand your horizons

The top 20 beach holidays

Whether you want surf, sunbathing or scenery, Mark Hodson has
found your perfect stretch of sand

Close your eyes and think of your best ever summer holiday.

What do you see? We’d bet our last bottle of Fanta there’s a beach in
there somewhere. Maybe a bucket and spade, or a freshly waxed
surfboard, perhaps a couple of sun beds and a bottle of nicely chilled
rose.

Whatever your idea of the perfect beach, you’ll find it here. We've
scoured the coastlines of Europe and the UK to find 20 of the best
beach holidays. So what on earth are you waiting for?
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The water’s gorgeous. Last one in’s a sissy!

Unless stated, all prices are per person for a week in May/August,
including flights from a London airport. For regional departure options,
contact the tour operator

1 TROPEA, CALABRIA

Like a fractured metatarsal on the foot of Italy, the Tropea promontory
juts out into the turquoise Tyrrhenian Sea, its superb white-sand
beaches shielded by high cliffs. The town of Tropea pulls off a rare trick
by managing to be both fashionable and unspoilt, a maze of steep
narrow streets, Renaissance churches and yellow-stone palazzi.

The pick of the hotels is Porto Pirgos, a converted villa with beamed
ceilings, a colonnaded terrace and a private beach. There are just 18
rooms, and it has two pools, a tennis court and a bowling green. The
price is £861/£1,134, half-board, excluding flights and car hire, with Real
Holidays (020 7359 3938, www.realholidays.co.uk). Ryanair (0871 246
0000, www.ryanair.com) flies from Stansted to Lamezia, 38 miles
away.
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